
COVID-19: India Repatriation Flights 
 
India is conducting its biggest ever repatriation exercise named Vande Bharat Mission 
since the Indian Government moved into Lockdown 3.0; a phased re-opening with full 
restrictions only applying now to containment zones. 
 
The first two flights left from the UAE on Thursday, 7 May 2020. Under the repatriation 
plan, the Government will be facilitating the return of Indian nationals stranded abroad 
on compelling grounds in a phased manner. 
 
Repatriation flights are subject to government approval which may be given, 
suspended or made subject to conditions. Passengers should check directly 
with their nearest Indian Diplomatic Mission for the most up to date information. 
    
How do I book a repatriation flight? 
 
Registration for repatriation flights has opened for expatriates wanting to be repatriated 
via a dedicated online portal. 
 
For Indian Citizens in the UAE, please register with the Embassy of India Abu Dhabi 
& Consulate General of India Dubai at www.cgidubai.gov.in/covid_register/ or call the 
24 hour helpline on +971 56 546 3903 or +971 54 309 0575 (Dubai) or +971 50 899 
5583 (Abu Dhabi).  
 
Upon completion of registration, the Indian missions in the UAE will finalise the 
passenger list according to priority. 
 
Priority passengers include those with: 
 

- Medical issues  
- Financial issues (including those who have lost their jobs)  
- Health risks including pregnant women & senior citizens  

 
How much will I have to pay for flights? 
 
Kerala state ministers have said flights from the UAE to Kerala on Air India are likely 
to cost around AED 750.00. Please note, final ticket prices are yet to be 
announced by the Indian Government. 
 
Etihad Airways will resume regular passenger flights, including to Indian cities, from 
16 May 2020. A one-way economy ticket from Abu Dhabi to Kochi is approximately 
AED 2,863.00 and for business class approximately AED 5,521.00. A one-way 
economy ticket from Abu Dhabi to New Delhi is approximately AED 2,613.00 and for 
a business class ticket approximately AED 5,211.00.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.cgidubai.gov.in/covid_register/


What should happen at the airport?  
 
Only passengers with confirmed tickets must proceed to the airport. Passengers are 
required to reach the airport five hours prior to departure. The Indian Consulate has 
appealed to passengers not to overcrowd the airport, maintain social distancing and 
follow all necessary precautions stipulated by the authorities. 
 
All passengers will be tested at the airport with rapid blood samples for antibody tests 
and results will be available before boarding the flight. 
 
Crew members on board the repatriation flights will be fully protected with protective 
gear, including Personal Protective Equipment, to reduce the risk of spread of 
coronavirus.  
 
https://gulfnews.com/business/aviation/covid-19-india-repatriation-flights-more-than-
45000-keralites-in-uae-register-to-return-1.1587960778099 
 
https://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/air-india-s-first-repatriation-flight-from-
uae-takes-off-4-babies-also-on-board/story-alimAadnnAxmGeMDpLrvyK.html 
 
https://www.khaleejtimes.com/coronavirus-pandemic/coronavirus-how-much-will-
tickets-on-uae-India-repatriation-flights-cost- 
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