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Participants engaging in tug of war
Soch Camp

Aga Khan Youth and Sports Board for Gilgit young Ismaili members in the pursuit of

(AKYSB Gilgit-1) organised a mega event excellence and to create opportunities for

called “Diamond Jubilee Champions League”  collaboration and communication across

(DJCL) and JOSH Games to commemorate Jamat for years to come.

the Diamond Jubilee. Over 18 Jamatkhanas

from the Gilgit-1 region participated. The event opening ceremony took place at the
Shah Karim Hostel Ground which was

The theme of the games was “Strengthening  attended by Naeem Ullah Baig, President

Diversity”. Its aim was to build a quality sports  Ismaili Council for Gilgit, Adil Karim, Chairman

tradition to harness the athletic potential of Regional AKYSB, senior citizens, youth and

the youth of the region and beyond. The many Jamati members.

games were conceived as a forum for Time and Knowledge Nazrana (TKN)
interaction within the Jamat, facilitating an Over 1600 athletes from Gilgit-1 region committee Karimabad and TKN
exchange of ideas and the forging of participated in the games, competing, amidst

committee Hyderabad organised a
one-day outdoor “Soch Camp”.... cont.
page-05

friendships. The local and regional councils the cheers of an enthusiastic crowd, for
and regional AKYSB Gilgit wanted to facilitate  medals in 12 different sports.

Parwaaz ECD Facilitators Training

Ever since the Golden Jubilee,
Mawlana Hazar Imam has emphasised
speaking the need of Early Childhood
Development.... cont. page-05

Table tennis players at DJCL Senior citizens also participated in the event
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Independance Day Parade

The Ismaili District Boy Scouts Association
took part in the Pakistan Independence Day
Parade. 40 scouts marched on the walking
trail of Chinar Bagh in Gilgit-Baltistan. They
were led by the Parade Commander Scouts
Wagar Bin Zafar.

Their patriotism was acknowledged by the
audience including Chief Minister
Gilgit-Baltistan Hafiz Hafeez ur Rehman,
Force Commander Gilgit-Baltistan Major
General Sagib Mehmood Malik, Chief
Secretary Babar Hayat Tarar, Department
Secretaries, Speaker, Ministers and Members
of Gilgit-Baltistan Legislative Assembly, and .
The Chief Minister, Force Commander and
the Deputy Commissioner Gilgit thanked the ™ : i
scouts for their service. Ismaili Boy Scouts marching in the Independence Day Parade

Mehfil-e-Naat organised by Ismaili Boy Scouts Gilgit

SMATL DISTRICT BOYSCOURSASS U Sy eesvererr people, majority of which consisted of the
s youth.

Fida Ali Esar, a religious scholar was in
attendance at the event and imparted his
words of wisdom. The panel of judges
consisted of Javed Karim, Shamim, and Qari
Shams. Many volunteers and scouts
rendered their services in organising this
transcendental experience.

One of the participants said, “The
Mehfil-e-Naat was the best way to connect
one’s faith to Allah.” Another enthused,

Boy scouts reciting Naat
“I really felt spiritually moved by the touching
The Ismaili District Boy Scouts Association Tarigah and Religious Education Board voices of the participants.”
Gilgit arranged a ‘Mehfil-e-Naat’ at Central (ITREB) and the Aga Khan Youth & Sports
Jamatkhana, Gilgit in collaboration with Ismaili Board. The naat competition enthralled 300

Diamond Jubilee - Quiz Competition Day held in Mastuj

The Ismaili Council for Mastuj organised a concluded with certificates and awards as a reminder to encourage the youth to
quiz competition at the Jamatkhana centre in  distribution by the Mukhi Sahibans to the interact, gain and share knowledge of the role
Chinar. 385 participants ranging from participating REC members. The event stood of Imamat and the spirit of Ismailism.

Religious Education Centre (REC) teachers
and students, AKES teachers, volunteers,
Jamati leadership and respective institutional
leadership attended the event.

The key focus of the programme was to
provide the youth, especially REC students,
with knowledge about Mawlana Hazar
Imam’s contributions in uplifting the lives of
the Jamat and of the people worldwide.

The event commenced with Quran recitation
followed by Farman Mubarak and Qasida to
honour the Diamond Jubilee spirit. The REC
students then took the stage for an
informative fun filled quiz competition. The
programme was very well received and Competition participants posing for a group photo
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Mansab: makes Job-Seeking Easier

Finding the right job is a challenge for job
seekers. To assist people in Pakistan in this
important endeavour, the Aga Khan
Economic Planning Board for Pakistan
(AKEPBP) has initiated an online portal called
Mansab.

Mansab is an online HR partner, which brings
together job seekers and employers,
matching skills with requirements. It assists
candidates in finding a workplace that best
suits their abilities. A soft launch of the
website was recently organised. HR
professionals representing various companies
were invited at this event to become part of
Mansab.

Speaking at the event, Faizan Ajanee,
Chairman of AKEPBP, shared, “We have a
huge percentage of unemployed people,
who, with our support, can help their families

mansab

Guests at Mansab launch

improve their quality of life. It is important that
established members of the Jamat help
others build a better life.”

The design of Mansab is built on a
user-friendly and innovative technology. In a
few simple steps, both job providers and
seekers can create an online profile and
proactively manage it by updating information
whenever needed. An interactive dashboard,
helps candidates easily access job
opportunities. They can search job openings
by location and preferences. Tehmina
Kanchwala, HR professional at Alkaram, said,
“Mansab could be a very helpful platform to
look for potential candidates online.”
Mansab’s network of valuable partners
throughout Pakistan helps job seekers
access a variety of job openings. It aims to
provide human capital management solutions
to employers through effective recruitment.

Faizan Ajanee, Chairman, AKEPBP speaking

They can register through the website by
providing information about their companies
and update job openings as per their
requirements. As a comprehensive HR
platform, Mansab also helps build
professional capacity by publishing articles
and other career-related resources. Sharing
his thoughts at the event, Mr Raza Hussain,
Executive Director and HR Consultant from
Excelerate said, “It is the first time that our
institutions have come up with something like
this; | predict that such platforms can help
develop skills and bring out real talent from
our community.”

Mansab helps job seekers and companies
make the right connection. For more details
visit www.mansab.org

Recognising the Spirit of Volunteerism

With the end of the Diamond Jubilee Year,
Ismaili Council for Gupis Yasin held a
Volunteers Recognition Day in Phander and
Sultanabad. Ismaili Council for Phander
arranged this event in the premises of the
Diamond Jubilee Phander, while Ismaili
Council for Sultanabad organised it in the
community hall in Taus. The gathering
recognised the services of over 25,000
volunteers during the historic Diamond
Jubilee Darbar.

The event was attended by leaders of local
and regional institutions, Convener Darbar
Task Force, members of Darbar Working
Group, Jamati leadership, regional task force,
Gents Volunteers Corps, Ladies Volunteers
Corps, Boy Scouts, Girl Guides and other
volunteers who worked in various capacities
during the Darbar. Letters of appreciation
were distributed among the volunteers on

behalf of the President Ismaili Council for
Pakistan. President Ismaili Council for
Phander expressed his gratitude for the
service rendered by all volunteers and stated
that peaceful and successful arrangements of
the Darbar were due to the tireless efforts of
the volunteers. He further stressed that
volunteering is a central principle of our
community and it is now in the hands of
current and future generations to continue
this legacy. President Ismaili Council for Gupis

'
Yasin also shared experiences of voluntary A
work done by veteran volunteers. .

pTAN/

The events concluded with a vote of thanks,
leaving volunteers rejuvenated and
reinvigorated.

A speech being made at the event
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IQRA - Qirat Competition at Booni

Qirat participants taking a group photo

“IQRA”, a Diamond Jubilee national girat
competition, was organised in Booni, Upper
Chitral by ITREB, Pakistan. The event was
attended by around 400 individuals from 11
local councils, including Jamati members,
regional and national leadership, and
members of sister communities.

33 people were competing in the regional
round, which was divided by age into three

levels. Igra was meant to encourage the
Jamat’s skills in girat recitation and showcase
the youth'’s talent. Moreover, the programme
aimed at increasing Quran literacy in the
Jamat and throw light on the intensive
research done on Quran studies by the
Institute of Ismaili Studies. By inviting sister
communities to attend this event, it opened
doors to a culture of collaboration, pluralism,
and mutual respect.

Best Institution Award Ceremony

Ismaili Council for Karimabad organised an
event titled “Best Institution Award” (BIA) to
celebrate the legacy of service and
acknowledge the work of its volunteers. The
programme, held at Aga Khan University
Auditorium, was attended by an audience of
400 and comprised of all the institutions in
the Karimabad Jurisdiction.

BIA aimed to recognise and appreciate the
services rendered by volunteers over the past

Memento being presented to the Chief Guest

three years, simultaneously motivating fresh
inductees and previous members to work in
cohesion and achieve efficiency in the
institutions.

The award ceremony included a tableau
performance by primary school students
followed by a play about child abuse, which
underscored the magnitude of this issue in
our society. The award ceremony followed
next. Hussein Tejani, Vice President, Ismaili

Chief Guest and members of the Council

Maliha Mekah and Fazal Abbas from Booni
bagged first positions at Level One and Two,
while Ali Nawaz from Mulkhow stood
victorious in Level 3. Fazli Rehman, a
member of a sister community, remarked, “It
was one of the best events | have attended
so far.”

Jamati leaders at the award ceremony

Council for Pakistan, the chief guest,
encouraged skilled and professional
volunteers to come forward and serve the
Jamat to the best of their abilities.

Furthermore, he explained that BIA is not only
an award ceremony, but also an
acknowledgement of and gratitude for the
blessings bestowed upon us by Mawlana
Hazar Imam. The programme ended with a
speech by the Honorary Secretary, Ismaili
Council for Karimabad, Nasreen Alwani and a
big round of applause by the entire audience
for the volunteers.
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Early Childhood Development - Facilitators Training

Since the Golden Jubilee, Hazar Imam has
spoken passionately and urgently about the
need for Early Childhood Development (ECD)
programmes for the Jamat. The Parwaaz
program of Aga Khan Education Board for
Pakistan does just that. Several years in the
running already, Parwaaz has expanded from
the south to north, and internationally as well.

Around 55 participants from all 7 councils of
Lower Chitral were trained in conducting

Parwaaz ECD sessions. The training
comprised of presentations, mock classroom
set ups, and activities such as story and
poem time followed by final group
presentations. Both implicitly and explicitly, it
reminded the trainees of the important task
they are preparing to undertake and the
impact their actions will have on the
community.

While quoting Hazar Imam’s guidance of

Participants at the ECD training

hundred percent ECD access, Anwar Baig,
Regional Chairman, AKEB Lower Chitral
mentioned that immediate, collective and
efficient effort must be put in to achieve this
goal. Nahida Hassan from Chitral Town felt
that the training was practical, informative
and conducive to her career development.

President Lower Chitral meeting the participants

Teacher’s Conference ITREB

Ismaili Tarigah and Religious Education Board were invited to share their success stories

coordinator from each cluster to appreciate

for Parabegh (ITREB) conducted different
programmes for Religious Education Centre
(REC) teachers to enhance their teaching
capabilities and appreciate their sincere
efforts in RECs. Teacher conference is one of
the programmes where all REC teachers

Soch Camp

Time and Knowledge Nazrana (TKN)
committee Karimabad and TKN committee
Hyderabad organised a one-day outdoor
“Soch Camp” with almost 60 participants
aged between 11 and 18 years.

The camp emphasised values like
mentorship, along with teaching life skills,
helping young members identify their true
potential, encouraging creative skills and
abilities, and addressing fundamental
contemporary issues. Another aim was to
inform young Jamati members about TKN.
The camp started with an ice-breaker and
then moved on to its objectives. A
presentation on motivation and teamwork
was followed by a scavenger hunt. The
participants attended an awareness session
on physical and sexual abuse. Lastly, they
displayed their creativity in a talent show.

and challenges. their contributions.

Regional and local leadership appreciated
their efforts and gave precious suggestions to
overcome the challenges.

ITREB scholars took informative sessions on
difference topics to enhance their skills and
knowledge. Awards were given to best
teacher, best head teacher and best learning

Participants pose for a group photo
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Ethics in Action travels to Hunza

Ethics in Action exhibition in Hunza

A global Diamond Jubilee Exhibition Ethics in
Action: the Aga Khan Development Network
reached Hunza region. A staggering 4,646
participants benefited from viewing the
exhibition.

The interactive exhibition aimed to highlight
eight ethics guiding AKDN, while also
highlighting the work of the Imamat. It

provided a platform to discover the impact of
AKDN on people and their quality of life. The
exhibition was attended by Jamati local and
regional leadership, volunteers, scouts and
school children. Each ethic display included
an ethics panel along with relevant
information and examples. The eight ethics
displayed were Inclusiveness, Education and
Research, Compassion and Sharing,

Becoming Ambassadors of Peace

The Aga Khan Youth and Sports Board for
Pakistan (AKYSBP) celebrated the eighty-first
Chief Scout Day on 7 September 2018 in
jamatkhanas across Pakistan with an
exhibition titled, ‘Becoming Ambassadors of
Peace.” The event saw more than 25,000
participants from all eight regional councils of
Pakistan. The exhibition was meant to inspire

jamati members of all ages to address the
“Clash of Ignorance” and to strengthen their
understanding of the mission and work of the
Aga Khan Development Network (AKDN).

Guides and scouts prepared posters, skits,
and videos on the theme of ambassadorship.
Their creative work was aimed at promoting

Girl Guides presenting a model at the Chief Scout Day

Self-Reliance, Life and Healthcare, Sound
Mind, Sustainable Environment, and
Governance. The exhibition was engaging
and informative, particularly for the youth.
One leader said, “This is a unique Diamond
Jubilee activity and this type of activities
should be organised on a regular basis.”

pluralism, breaking stereotypes, and
spreading awareness about the contribution
of Muslims in various fields. Shahmez Mukhi,
Chairman AKYSBP, said in praise of the
event, “It was wonderful to see young scouts
and guides in the exhibition sharing
knowledge about Muslim leaders.”

Cake cutting ceremony
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REC Quiz Competition

The Karimabad Religious Education Centre
Library, Karachi, organised the a quiz
competition in August. The competition is a
creative way to engage Religious Education
Centre (REC) students with the ta’alim
curriculum and to assess their understanding
of history, culture and faith, while inviting
them to critically think about the knowledge
they gain from their religious education.

A total of around 500 students participated in
the quiz competition. During the first round,
all students from grade one to six competed
and only seven students from each class
were shortlisted for the semi-final round held
at Karimabad Jamatkhana. The second
round consisted of three stages: a formal
test based on the ta’alim curriculum, a group
Activity (Bridge Breaking), and a group
activity session called ‘Bolti Kitaab’. After
passing through a rigorous competition, four Eee
students from each class made it to the final 2 St . ey ‘ Y-\’, v
round, held at the Nizari Community Hall. | S e

The finale consisted of a rapid-fire round, a Participants at the Quiz competition
picture exploration round and a one-minute

speech round, where participants were parents, teachers and students, ITREB for One of the winner said “| feel so proud about
eliminated after each round. The audience Karimabad members and the President, myself that | won and the best part is my
encouraged the participants throughout the Ismaili Council for Karimabad as a Chief parents are so happy because of me.”
competition. In attendance were the Guest. Entertaining performances, such as

management of Karimabad Religious the Karimabad Orchestra, also uplifted the

Education Centre’s management team, enthusiasm of the event.

Photography Training Session held in Central Region

Ismaili Council for Central Region organised a
photography training session for the youth of
the Central Regions of Lahore, Sargodha,
Hafizabad, Multan, and Bahawalpur. The
programme was arranged in collaboration
with the Aga Khan Economic Planning Board
(AKEPB). Zahra Shahbaz, Member,
Communication and Publication Department,
Central Region stated that the aim of the
programme was to encourage youth to serve
the Jamat with their photography skills. The
programme began with short introductions

Participants pose for a group photo

and an icebreaking activity. This introductory ~ Mahmood, President, Ismaili Council for

activity was conducted by the trainers, Lahore, Zain Maniji, and Hussain Amjad,
Alishan and Shahid Naeem. The trainers Secretary for AKEPB Lahore attended the
explained the basics of photography and closing ceremony and motivated participants
then gave participants an opportunity to to continue to improve their photography
practice their skills outdoors. At the end of skills. Candidates were given a feedback
the training, they shared photography form at the end of the session in which
samples to analyse and understand participants requested an advanced session
o photographic composition. The President, to further work on their skills.

A participant working on her photography skills  |smaili Council for Central Region, Tariq
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Successful STEP Camps Held Across Pakistan

Ismaili Tarigah and Religious Education Board
(ITREB) Pakistan’s STEP Department
organised a series of STEP camps across
Pakistan from June to July 2018. The camps
taught the Institute of Ismaili Studies module,
‘Faith and Practice in Islamic Traditions’ to
participants between the age of 13 to 18
years.

The purpose of STEP camp is to provide an
opportunity to the young Jamati members to
examine faith and practice in Islam through
scriptures such as the Quran, hadith,
farmans, and devotional literature, as well as
to explore the concept of Iman, tawhid,
nabuwwah, Imamabh, Ibadat, divine love, zahir
and batin as understood by the Ismaili tarigah
and other schools of thought. The idea of
ethics of Islam and using the intellect to
understand the Creator were a running theme
during the camp. Participants enjoyed a
unique environment where they were
encouraged to ask questions pertaining to
faith and seek out answers in the Quran,
hadith, farmans, devotional literature, and
Islamic visual art.

A participant from Karachi summed their

7P

MY 5

Students present their group project

experience in the following words, “Overall,
the journey of STEP was really good. | learnt
that we all belong to different contexts and
we have different thoughts and when
thoughts give birth to a united idea, there is
still diversity in them. | also learnt about the
inner and outer aspect of [my] faith.”

During the camp, the participants also made
field visits to different places of worship
where they had the chance to witness the
religious practices as well as the architectural
forms of these sites. The visit made the
participants realise and appreciate the
commonality that different faiths share, while
keeping the uniqueness of their beliefs
through their practices.

A participant from Multan reflected on their
experience at the camp, “We were taught the
module through various activities. We learnt
about who is a Mu’min. We also learned
about the skill of questioning and reflect on
those questions to go further in learning.”

A closing ceremony was held where the

participants demonstrated their learnings
from the camp to an audience of parents,

Students participate in learning activities

local Jamati leaders, and members of the
Jamat. Expressing their satisfaction with the
camp, the Honourary Secretary from Rech,
Chitral said, “When | attended the closing
ceremony and saw the presentation of [the]
students, | realised that the STEP teachers
have utilised their professional skills fully to
benefit our students.”

A STEP camp provides a platform to young
Jamati members to engage in critical thinking
on guestions pertaining to faith, life, and
humanity. A participant from Sost, Hunza,
said, “I built confidence [through] this camp.
We explored the module of Faith and Practice
in Islamic Traditions. Various themes were
explored. We reflected on faith, relationship
with God, Iman, patience, oneness of God.
We need more camps like this in future.”

Merit Citation Ceremony held at Salimabad

The Career Development Society (CDS) at
Salimabad hosted a merit citation ceremony
which was attended by more than a hundred
people, including dignitaries from the Aga
Khan Education Board, Karimabad, aimed to
appreciate outstanding academic
achievement in the jamat and motivate other
students by fostering healthy competition.

Of the 64 shortlisted nominees across
classes | to VIII, eight were to receive the
excellence award on the basis of a very
stringent criteria. Chairman CDS, Faisal Feroz
offered the winners free courses, while a
donor announced a cash scholarship for two
award holders. Apart from award distribution,
a wonderful display of talent was showcased
by participants of Jubilee Arts. While
delivering his keynote, the Mukhi Saheb of

Salimabad commended CDS for encouraging
the youth to realise their potential. One of the
recipients of the scholarship mentioned her
plans of spending the prize on a course to
upgrade her language skills, while another

student promised he will work harder the next

year to ensure he wins in the future.

The event created a wave of exhilaration and
enthusiasm in the youth of the Jamat and
was greatly appreciated by parents, too.

Programmes like these are a stepping stone
for our students to dream bigger and do
better every day.

Winner receives her prize at the ceremony
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Youth Weekend Camp held at Silgan

Participants display their certificates

The Aga Khan Youth and Sports Board
(AKYSB) Gupis Yasin arranged a Youth
Weekend Camp at Silgan Hundur Central
Jamatkhana and Gupis Central Jamatkhana.
The camp, which was organised in
collaboration with the AKYSB for Pakistan,
aimed at enhancing interpersonal and
leadership skills of nearly 160 young adults in
the region. Participants also received
counselling about their careers in Jamati
institutions and in corporate and government
sectors.

The first day of the session, led by Arshad
Baig, emphasised the need for motivation
and leadership skills in services rendered to
Jamati and other institutions. Another session
conducted during the camp shed light upon
developing important life skills. Led by Tahira
Dinar, this presentation not only underscored
the ethics of inclusiveness through teamwork,
but also urged participants to step out of
their comfort zones and embrace their
passions. Karim Madad facilitated career
planning and counselling sessions.

French Language Classes for the Jamat

Learning a foreign language and culture
expands one’s empathy and outlook on life.
Considering the emphasis Mawlana Hazar
Imam places upon cultural diversity and
pluralism, the Local Education Board for
Gulshan conducted a series of french
language classes catering to the youth of the
Jamat.

The course intended to inculcate self
confidence in the youth so that they are able
to speak an important world language,
French. It served as the perfect opportunity
for youth to spend productive time by
increasing their knowledge and broadening
their horizons.

A total of 25 students, between the ages of 6
to 12 years, attended these classes for two
consecutive months. Not only did they learn

Students attending French class

Diamond Jubilee Peace Walk in Yasin

The Diamond Jubilee Peace Walk was held at  Jamatkhana 3 in Yasin for eight groups who

Ismaili Council for Yasin to mark the end of
the Diamond Jubilee year. Several hundred
Jamati members took part in the walk,
including volunteers, scouts, guides, senior
citizens, and the youth. The walk began at
7:30 a.m. from two starting points,
Jamatkhana 4 in Nazber and Helter
Jamatkhana. Refreshments were arranged at

started their walk from Nazber, while
refreshments for the eight teams walking from
Helter was organised at Jamatkhana 1 in
Noh. After refreshments, the teams continued
their journey towards Bujayote, the end point
of the walk. They arrived at the finish line a
little after noon for the closing ceremony. The
musicians of Bujayote entertained

Participants also debated strategies to
enhance the position of youth in our society
and to consolidate the lessons learnt at the
camp. The closing ceremony was attended
by Chairman, AKYSB Gupis Yasin, Shahzad
Hussain, Honorary Secretary for Council,
Regional Operations Manager along with all
camp leaders and facilitators. The
participants were given certificates and were
delighted to be recognised for their
contribution to the programme.

a new language, but they also interacted with
each other and learnt to appreciate the
diversity among themselves.

participants. After the music, President Ismaili
Council for Yasin thanked participants for
their discipline and commitment and
congratulated them on the successful
completion of the Diamond Jubilee year. He
also recognised and appreciated the
cooperation of sister communities on the
occasion of Mawlana Hazar Imam’s visit to
the Yasin Valley.
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A Health Awareness Session

A health awareness session was held by the
Aga Khan Health Board for Gupis Yasin at the
Dalti and Cheermayoon Jamatkhanas in the
Jandrote Cluster. The session highlighted the
benefits of healthy eating and created
awareness about mental health problems.

At the end of the session, the Local Health
Board Chairperson thanked and appreciated
health workers for conducting the session
and advised the Jamat to implement what

they learned in their daily lives. A participant
appreciated the session, saying, “The
presenters informed us about the advantages
of drinking boiled water, using less oil in food,
and daily exercise.”

Another said, “We are thankful to the
institutions for such activities and hope that

these kinds of activities will be arranged in the

future, too.”

AKES,P celebrates the legacy of Diamond Jubilee Schools

The Regional Education Office,
Gilgit-Baltistan, celebrated the Diamond
Jubilee of His Highness the Aga Khan by
organising a seminar, Diamond Jubilee to
Diamond Jubilee — A Journey of Inspiration.
Students, along with Senior Managers School
Development, Shah Azam and Bulbul Khan,
presented the history of Aga Khan Schools in
the region.

Azam and Khan spoke about the positive
impact of Aga Khan Schools on the livelihood
and well-being of communities in
Gilgit-Baltistan while the students of three
schools—Diamond Jubilee Model High
School, Rahimabad, Diamond Jubilee Model
High School, Sonikote, and Diamond Jubilee
Middle School, Hyderabad - presented the

Senior Citizen Day

research they had done on their respective
schools. They shared the three schools’
historical evolution, the role played by the
community in supporting education, and the
schools’ impact in terms of women’s
empowerment, socio-economic conditions
and improved lives.

Around 250 people attended the conference,
including government officials and
representatives of Aga Khan Development
Network (AKDN) agencies. Fida Muhammad
Nashad, Speaker of the Gilgit-Baltistan
Legislative Assembly, presided over the
event.

Imtiaz Momin, CEO of Aga Khan Education
Service, Pakistan spoke about the efforts of

The Aga Khan Social Welfare Board for
Southern Region arranged a Senior Citizen
Day at the Alyabad Parade Hall.

About 120 participants attended the
programme, which comprised of two lectures
and activities followed by interaction with the
participants. The programme emphasised the
importance of seniors as a light of guidance
in the Jamat. It also underscored the
necessity for regularity in Jamatkhana

Chinese Language Classes

The closing ceremony of the three-month
long Chinese language classes was held in
Gupis Yasin region. The classes were
conducted by the Aga Khan Economic
Planning Board (AKEPB) Gupis Yasin,
equipping its twenty-four participants to take
up the economic opportunities of CPEC. The
ceremony featured a speech by the acting
director of the outsource organisation
ISHARD Pakistan. The language instructor
shared his experience of conducting the

classes and expressed his satisfaction at the
progress made by participants. He offered
them further assistance in helping achieve
their goals. Students, too, offered their
insights about the programme. Chairperson
AKEPB Gupis emphasised the need for
learning Chinese, saying, “You have to leave
your home and comfort to learn.” He further
encouraged participants, saying, “Begin with
small initiatives and work in groups to ensure
success.”

His Highness the Aga Khan in improving the
quality of life of people in some of the most
marginalised countries of the world. He said,
“The central goal of AKDN is to improve the
quality of life of people, and a key and lasting
way to achieve this is through education.”

11ee 1o L
1
cof I

July
Gilg

| Office,

attendance. Leaders attended the event to
encourage participants, including the Chair
and team of Welfare Board Southern Region,
President, Ismaili Council for Hyderabad.
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Career Counseling Session

Aga Khan Education Board for Ishkoman
Puniyal (AKEBIP) organised a career
counseling session that comprised of 72
participants from 6 villages in the central
Jamatkhana of Gahkuch Paeen.

attain a scholarship. Another goal of the
session was to assess the ability of the youth
both academically and in a social setting in
order to provide them with the necessary
advice and encouragement to achieve their
goals.

The main goal of the session was to inform
the youth of the rising academic standards,
the requirements for the various academic
and vocational pathways and the process to

Through an interactive multimedia session
and group discussions Dr. Sabit conducted
the session where required information like

Basic English Language Course

Embodying the idea of lifelong learning, the
Career Development Society at Salimabad
arranged English language courses for
homemakers and senior citizens, enabling
them to learn and confidently - speak a
globally important language. The programme
catered to around 30 participants divided
between two courses, each running for

English speaking skills and employed active
learning techniques for effective language
acquisition. The programme ensured that

were also emphasised.

In praising the initiative, a participant said,
“I can now read all the signs printed around

along with speaking skills, reading and writing

fee structures, scholarship programmes and
admission processes of various universities
and subject selection were discussed. Jamati
leadership, Regional Education Board (REB)
members and local leaders attended the
programme. The programme was not only
able to reach its goal but proved to be a huge
success as the participants enjoyed and
benefitted from the training and demanded
more such sessions in the near future.

around two months. The programme aimed
to break the English language barrier for
senior citizens in particular. It also attracted
office workers and professionals, who wished
to brush up on their language competency. It

me from the labels on spice boxes to road
signs. My children are very proud of me.” The
programme achieved its purpose in the truest
sense by producing confident English
language speakers.

gave participants a platform to practice their

Central Region Pays Tribute to Health Board Volunteers

An event was organised by the Aga Khan
Health Board for Central Region (AKHBCR) to
acknowledge and appreciate the services of
health board members and volunteers who
served their respective health boards during
the term 2015-2018, especially during Darbar
2017.

Guest of Honour, Chairperson, Aga Khan
Health Board for Pakistan acknowledged the

services of AKHB volunteers and emphasised

upon Mawlana Hazar Imam’s Farman about
volunteering services and happiness.

Following the recitation ceremony, the
Chairperson of AKHB for each area gave
presentations about health board services,
achievements, goals and expectations and
distributed certificates to their specific area
volunteers.

Tarig Mehmood, President, Ismaili Council for
Central Region, and Dr. Rozina Karmaliani

Imamat Day Celebration in Hunza

oy 4 E— -

The Ismaili Tarigah and Religious Education
Board (ITREB), in collaboration with the seven
local councils of Hunza, arranged Imamat
Day celebrations for the Jamat across Hunza.
The event comprised of various activities,
starting with Quran recitation, flag raising, a
march-past, and speeches by the leadership.
Later, activities like dramas and sketches,
dance and singing, and tug of war were held.
These were followed by religious

programmes in Jamatkhanas in the evening.
The event was attended by the leadership of
regional and local councils, along with a large
number of tourists from Pakistan and abroad.
The Jamat enjoyed the programme and took
with them important messages of
brotherhood, unity, peace, participation, and
happiness. These events closed the Diamond
Jubilee celebrations.
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AKDN

AGA KHAN DEVELOPMENT NETWORK

Access to safe drinking water
promotes gender equity and healthy
lifestyle for mountain communities

N 2 Ny

The Aga Khan Agency for Habitat, Pakistan
(AKAH,tP), with support from the United
States Agency for International Development,
completed the construction of a water
scheme in the village of Murtaza Abad,
District Hunza. The scheme, stretching over a
distance of 50 kilometers, will provide access
to safe drinking water to all households in the
village. Members of the community were
incorporated into the planning and design of
the project and during implementation to
ensure the long-term sustainability of the
water scheme. The project also trained
women and young children to adopt
improved health and hygiene behaviors. The
completion of this project marks the start of a
new journey for the residents of Murtaza
Abad.

AKDN agencies respond to Glacial
Lake Outburst Flood in Immit Valley

The villages of Badswat and Bilhanz in Immit
Valley of District Ghizer, Gilgit-Baltistan were
hit by a glacial lake outburst flood (GLOF)
which blocked the Ghizer River and led to the
formation of an artificial lake. Over 40 houses
were damaged and road access for around
10 villages was blocked from the rest of the
Immit valley.

However, thanks to the Aga Khan Agency for
Habitat, Pakistan’s (AKAH,P) ongoing
awareness on disaster risk mitigation and the
early mobilization of the Community
Emergency Response teams (CERTS),
around 1,000 people were evacuated to
safer areas prior to the disaster, and no lives

were lost. Immediately after the disaster,
AKAH, P worked with the district
government, the Pakistan Army and the
Gilgit-Baltistan Disaster Management
Authority (GBDMA) to provide relief to
households affected by the disaster.

Helicopters of the Aga Khan Development
Network (AKDN) and the Pakistan Army were
used to provide over 10 tons of food and
non-food items, including medicines,
tarpaulins and tents, to the affected villages.
Food packs were distributed to more than
750 people to ensure adequate food supply
to affected families for a month. In addition,
AKAH, P also worked with the GBDMA to
provide temporary shelters to around 450
people whose homes were damaged. A
medical team from the Aga Khan Health
Service, Pakistan including a psychiatrist,
was also mobilized. The team worked closely
with the government Health Department to
provide medical services to over 90 patients.
A medical camp was also set up in an Aga
Khan Education Services, Pakistan school in
Bilhanz. A doctor from the Aga Khan Medical
Centre, Gilgit was deployed to Bilhanz and
239 patients were treated free of cost over
the course of four days.

Aga Khan Medical Centre, Gilgit -
Ray of Hope

e, s 3
When my first trip to Gilgit, Hunza and Chitral
materialized, | set aside one full day for the
Aga Khan Medical Centre, Gilgit (AKMC, G),
established by the Aga Khan Health Service,
Pakistan (AKHS, P). Upon visiting AKMC, G,
the first word that came to my mind to
describe the medical center was ‘new’, and
the second was ‘clean’. Before the day was
up, ‘organised’ and ‘efficient’ would be

added to the list of adjectives. As we pulled
into the parking lot, | was greeted with the
sight of children, women and men on the
facility’s grounds or sitting on benches. | also
had the opportunity to talk with some of the
patients and their families, and what they said
about the facilities at the AKMC, G, and the
care they were receiving was overwhelmingly
positive.

Harnessing Heritage: Altit Fort
Visitation Revenues Cross PKR 10
million

Altit Fort achieved a milestone by generating
revenues of PKR 10 million — from 28,236
visitors — by 4th August 2018, nearly three
months earlier than it reached that amount in
2017. This shows the degree to which Altit
Fort, which hosts the women-run Kha Basi
café, has become a nucleus for tourists
visiting Hunza.

Altit Fort was conserved by the Aga Khan
Cultural Service, Pakistan (AKCS,P) in its
‘raw’ form to highlight the engineering skills
which have enabled this building, the oldest
part being over 1,000 years old, to survive
the vicissitudes of time. AKCS,P’s approach,
as applied for Altit, was that the Fort would
be the anchor-point for local area
development. This meant that prior to the
commencement of restorative work on the
Fort; development work improved the
physical quality of life for people living around
the site through sanitation, water supply, and
paved community pathways and spaces. In
addition, underground electricity supply was
completed in the historic khun (walled
settlement) of Altit. The Embassy of Japan
and the Royal Norwegian Embassy provided
funding for the Settlement and the Fort
respectively. Altit received the UNESCO
Asia-Pacific Awards of Distinction in 2007
and 2011 for Cultural Heritage Conservation
for the Settlement and for the Fort. The
conservation of Altit Fort was prompted by
AKCS, P’s conservation of the historic Baltit
Fort in Hunza, Gilgit-Baltistan. The latter was
the first place that the Aga Khan Trust for
Culture (AKTC), the parent organization of
AKCS,P, had made a direct physical
intervention in preserving cultural heritage.
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Giving Back

We continue our series of honouring the Jamat’s many selfless Khidmatgars. In this issue, we showcase Rimshah Ali, volunteer from Lower
Chitral and Yourmast Khan, volunteer from Gupis Yasin.

Rimshah Ali

Rimshah Ali, 18, from Lower Chitral is an
active volunteer in her community since she
was seven years old. Her passion for
volunteerism is not just limited to services
within the Jamatkhana premises but also
extend to regional council events in her area.
In her experience, a volunteer is not restricted
to a prescribed set of duties but can serve in
any capacity based on their skills and service
needs of the Jamat.

“I see Mawlana Hazar Imam as a [great]
volunteer serving the global community. | see
him as a role model to follow in my own
capacity.”

When asked about a memorable volunteering
experience, Rimshah recalled how thrilled
she was to see Mawlana Hazar Imam for the
second time in her life during his Diamond
Jubilee visit to Pakistan. The joyous moments
of jubilee preparations provided an
opportunity to Rimshah to devote her time as
a volunteer while socialising with other Jamati
members from the rest of the country. During
that time, Rimshah was doing darbar
registration of Jamati members, which would
often run late until four in the morning. She
said that as a volunteer she does not count
minutes, hours, or days of service. She does
her best and gives as much time as she
could to the work at hand.

Rimshah finds volunteering to be a personally
rewarding experience. Reflecting on her
voluntary work, she said, “When you help
others in need, it changes your thinking
[positively] and gives you intrinsic happiness.”

“It [volunteerism] is the need of the hour,”
Rimshah explains, “Today we need more
volunteers to meet the increasing demands
of time. If everyone plays their small part in
community improvement, we can definitely
achieve the vision of our Imam [to improve
the quality of life of the Jamat].”

Rimshah’s advice for young and aspiring
volunteers is to give their best in any service
they perform. It will reward them with true
happiness that cannot be attained by any
other means.

Yourmast Khan

Yourmast Khan, 34, from Hundur, Gupis
Yasin is a highly dedicated volunteer as a
committed member of the Local Education
Board and the Youth and Sports Board, while
also quick to respond to volunteer service
calls from the local council. During the
Diamond Jubilee celebrations in 2017, he
was tasked with the organisation of the
telecast of the special programmes to mark
July 11" occasion. As a coordinator of the
project, he ensured that the telecast was
smoothly shown in the 23 Jamatkhanas of
the area.

As a boy, he would assist old people to
navigate Jamatkhana services. He
participated in various Jamati celebrations. "I
get internal happiness from voluntary
services," Yourmast said reflecting on the
personal reward of service.

Yourmast runs his own construction
business. He attributes his worldly success to
his voluntary services and the blessings of
Mawlana Hazar Imam. He is a member of the
volunteer corps at the Jamatkhana level and

Official online sources

the.ismaili

diligently follows the duty instructions given
by his team leader.

While mentioning a memorable volunteer
moment, Yourmast recalled, “| remember a
memorable time in Karachi when | was
working in the Aga Khan University’s
construction department. | was asked to
submit my photo to volunteer for an event.

| didn't know what the event was about.

| could not contain my joy to discover that it
was the occasion of Mawlana Hazar Imam’s
visit for the inauguration of Nazar Ali Velji
building.”

The value of volunteerism, according to
Yourmast, cannot be measured in monetary
or any other worldly terms. It is valued in the
everlasting happiness and internal peace that
one experiences. For Yourmast, volunteerism
brought a lot of happiness and positive
change in his life. He believes that if
something gives true happiness, it should be
pursued with passion. However, individuals
must spare some time for their community
and contribute to its positive development.
After all, Mawlana Hazar Imam always speaks
encouragingly about the importance of
volunteerism and its value in the development
of the Jamat.

o www.facebook.com/Thelsmaili G www.youtube.com/ Thelsmaili

www.instagram.com/ Thelsmaili Q www.twitter.com/ Thelsmaili
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