
  1 

 

 
 
 
 
AKDN COVID-19 Policy Digest 
Bulletin #33 | Date: 16 November 2020  
 
International   

Scientific Brief: Community Use of Cloth Masks to Control the Spread of SARS-CoV-2 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)  
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/more/masking-science-sars-cov2.html  
In a brief published on 10 November, the CDC recommends community use of masks, specifically non-
valved multi-layer cloth masks, to prevent transmission of SARS-CoV-2. Masks are primarily intended 
to reduce the emission of virus-laden droplets (source control), which is especially relevant for 
asymptomatic or presymptomatic infected wearers who feel well and may be unaware of their 
infectiousness to others, and who are estimated to account for more than 50% of transmissions. Masks 
also help reduce inhalation of these droplets by the wearer (“filtration for personal protection”). The 
Johns Hopkins Center for Health Security explains that this guidance is noteworthy because masks can 
provide protection for the wearer as well, including the ability to filter “fine droplets and particles less 
than 10 micros.” Recent studies found that the filtration effect varied between masks and mask types, 
with multi-layer masks and mask types constructed with more densely woven material, preforming 
better than single-later masks made from lower thread count fabric.  

Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update: FDA Authorizes Monoclonal Antibody for Treatment of 
COVID-19 
U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-authorizes-
monoclonal-antibody-treatment-covid-19  
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued an emergency use authorization (EUA) on 9 
November, for the investigational monoclonal antibody therapy bamlanivimab for the treatment of 
mild-to-moderate COVID-19 in adult and paediatric patients. Bamlanivimab is authorised for patients 
with positive results of direct SARS-CoV-2 viral testing who are: those 12 years of age and older 
weighing at least 40 kilograms (about 88 pounds), and who are at high risk for progressing to severe 
COVID-19 and/or hospitalisation. This includes those who are 65 years of age or older, or who have 
certain chronic medical conditions. While the safety and effectiveness of the investigational therapy 
continues to be evaluated, bamlanivimab was shown in clinical trials to reduce COVID-19-related 
hospitalisation or emergency room visits in patients at high risk for disease progression within 28 days 
after treatment when compared to placebo. 

Biden-Harris Transition Announces COVID-19 Advisory Board 
Biden-Harris Transition 
https://buildbackbetter.com/press-releases/biden-harris-transition-announces-covid-19-advisory-
board/  
On 9 November,  the Biden-Harris Transition Team announced the formation of the Transition COVID-
19 Advisory Board, a team of leading public health experts who will advise President-elect Biden, Vice 
President-elect Harris, and the Transition’s COVID-19 staff. Co-chairs Dr David Kessler, Dr Vivek 
Murthy, and Dr Marcella Nunez-Smith will lead the Transition COVID-19 Advisory Board. Dr Beth 
Cameron and Dr Rebecca Katz are serving as advisors to the Transition on COVID-19 and will work 
closely with the Advisory Board. Members of the COVID-19 Advisory Board include Dr Luciano 
Borio, Dr Rick Bright, Dr Ezekiel Emmanuel, Dr Atul Gawande, Dr Celine Gounder, Dr Julie Morita, 
Dr Michael Osterholm, Ms Loyce Pace, Dr Robert Rodriguez, and Dr Eric Goosby.  
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Immunization as an essential health service: guiding principles for immunization activities during the 
COVID-19 pandemic and other times of severe disruption 
World Health Organization (WHO)  
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/immunization-as-an-essential-health-service-guiding-
principles-for-immunization-activities-during-the-covid-19-pandemic-and-other-times-of-severe-
disruption  
The document, endorsed by the WHO Strategic Advisory Group of Experts on Immunisation, provides 
guiding principles to support countries in their decision-making regarding provision or resumption of 
immunisation services during severe disruptive events such as COVID-19, natural disasters or 
humanitarian emergencies.  The document provides 29 guiding principles divided across the 8 the 
categories: 1) health system and policy principles; 2) service delivery principles; 3) catch-up 
vaccination strategy; 4) mass vaccination campaigns; 5) VPD (vaccine preventable diseases) 
surveillance and coverage monitoring; 6) supply chain for immunisation, infection control, and waste 
management; 7) communication strategies; 8) immunisation programme recovery and rebuilding.  

Seroprevalence of anti–SARS-CoV-2 IgG antibodies in Kenyan blood donors 
Science  
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/early/2020/11/11/science.abe1916  
The spread of SARS-CoV-2 in Africa is poorly described. Authors of this report determined the 
prevalence of anti–SARS-CoV-2 IgG among blood donors in Kenya in April-June 2020. Crude 
seroprevalence was 5.6% (174/3098). Population-weighted, test-performance-adjusted national 
seroprevalence was 4.3% (95% CI 2.9–5.8%) and was highest in urban counties, Mombasa (8.0%), 
Nairobi (7.3%) and Kisumu (5.5%). SARS-CoV-2 exposure is more extensive than indicated by case-
based surveillance and these results will help guide the pandemic response in Kenya, and across Africa. 
Kenya has an estimated population of 53 million in 2020 and 57% of the population is aged 15-64 years. 
If the transfusion donor seroprevalence of 4.3% was applied to all 15-64-year-olds, it would suggest 
approximately 1.3 million infections. However, by the median sample date, May 30, 2020, only 2,093 
cases had been detected (of which approximately 90% were asymptomatic) and 71 deaths among all 
ages. The study attributes this discrepancy to four factors: 1) an over-estimation of seroprevalence, 
because of bias in the selection or behaviour of blood transfusion donors; 2) cases could be under-
ascertained by national public health surveillance (though it seems unlikely that reporting of deaths and 
severe cases could be reduced by several orders of magnitude); 3) the steep demographic age-pyramid 
results in a smaller vulnerable age group. In Kenya, only 3.9% of the population is aged 65 years or 
greater; and 4) there may be alternative mechanisms of immunity to SARS-CoV-2 including cell-
mediated immunity.  

Pfizer and BioNTech Announce Vaccine Candidate Against COVID-19 Achieved Success in First 
Interim Analysis from Phase 3 Study  
Pfizer  
https://www.pfizer.com/news/press-release/press-release-detail/pfizer-and-biontech-announce-
vaccine-candidate-against  
The two companies announced that their mRNA-based vaccine candidate, BNT162b2, against SARS-
CoV-2 has demonstrated evidence of efficacy against COVID-19 in participants without prior evidence 
of SARS-CoV-2 infection, based on the first interim efficacy analysis conducted on November 8, 2020 
by an external, independent Data Monitoring Committee (DMC) from the Phase 3 clinical study. The 
vaccine candidate was found to be more than 90% effective in preventing COVID-19 in participants 
without evidence of prior SARS-CoV-2 infection in the first interim efficacy analysis. Analysis 
evaluated 94 confirmed cases of COVID-19 in trial participants. The study enrolled 43,538 participants, 
with 42% having diverse backgrounds, and no serious safety concerns have been observed. Safety and 
additional efficacy data continue to be collected. Submission for Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) 
to the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) is planned for soon after the required safety milestone 
is achieved, which is currently expected to occur in the third week of November.  
 
 


