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Reduced prevalence of SARS-CoV-2 infection in ABO blood group O 
Blood Advances 
https://ashpublications.org/bloodadvances/article/4/20/4990/463793  
The report explains that the identification of risk factors for contracting and developing serious illness 
following infection with (SARS-CoV-2) is of paramount interest. Recent reports have suggested that 
ABO blood groups might play a role in the infection, with a lower than expected prevalence of blood 
group O individuals among patients. ABO blood groups are increasingly recognised to influence 
susceptibility to certain viruses, including SARS-CoV-17 and norovirus. Blood group A and B 
glycosyltransferases also affect glycosylation in a large number of cell types, including epithelial cells 
in the respiratory tract and shed viral particles. The study performed a retrospective cohort analysis of 
all Danish individuals tested for SARS-CoV-2 between 27 February 2020 and 30 July 2020, with a 
known ABO and RhD blood group, to determine the influence of common blood groups on virus 
susceptibility. ABO blood groups varied significantly between patients and the reference group, with 
only 38.41% of the patients belonging to blood group O compared with 41.70% in the controls, 
corresponding to a relative risk of 0.87 for acquiring COVID-19. This study identifies ABO blood group 
as a risk factor for SARS-CoV-2 infection but not for hospitalisation or death from COVID-19. 

The association of ABO blood group with indices of disease severity and multiorgan dysfunction in 
COVID-19 
Blood Advances  
https://ashpublications.org/bloodadvances/article/4/20/4981/464437/The-association-of-ABO-blood-
group-with-indices-of  
A study out of Vancouver Canada also examined the association of ABO blood group with indices of 
disease severity in COVID-19. The study found that a higher proportion of COVID-19 patients with 
blood group A or AB required mechanical ventilation and Continuous Renal Replacement Therapy 
(CRRT) and had a longer Intensive Care Unit (ICU) stay compared with patients with blood group O 
or B. Blood group A or AB also had an increased probability of requiring mechanical ventilation and 
CRRT after adjusting for age, and sex. Inflammatory cytokines did not differ between patients with 
blood group A or AB vs O or B. Collectively, the data indicates that critically ill COVID-19 patients 
with blood group A or AB are at increased risk for requiring mechanical ventilation, CCRT and 
prolonged ICU admission compared with patients with blood group O or B. 

Living with COVID-19 
National Institute for Health Research (NIHR)  
https://evidence.nihr.ac.uk/themedreview/living-with-covid19/#Experience  
The National Institute for Health Research published a literature review of ongoing COVID-19 
symptoms (often called long COVID) which draws on the lived experience of patients and expert 
consensus as well as published evidence. The study highlighted several observations: 1) there is a 
widespread perception that people either die, get admitted to hospital or recover after two weeks; 2) it 
is increasingly clear that for some people there is a distinct pathway of ongoing effects; 3) a major 
obstacle is the lack of consensus on diagnostic criteria for ongoing COVID-19; 4) fluctuating and 
multisystem symptoms need to be acknowledged; and 5) re-significant psychological and social impacts 
that will have long-term consequences for individuals and for society.  
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Solidarity Therapeutics Trial produces conclusive evidence on the effectiveness of repurposed drugs 
for COVID-19 in record time 
World Health Organization  
https://www.who.int/news/item/15-10-2020-solidarity-therapeutics-trial-produces-conclusive-
evidence-on-the-effectiveness-of-repurposed-drugs-for-covid-19-in-record-time  
Interim results from the Solidarity Therapeutics Trial coordinated by the World Health Organization, 
indicate that remdesivir, hydroxychloroquine, lopinavir/ritonavir and interferon regimens appeared to 
have little or no effect on 28-day mortality or the in-hospital course of COVID-19 among hospitalised 
patients. The study, which spans more than 30 countries, looked at the effects of these treatments on 
overall mortality, initiation of ventilation, and duration of hospital stay in hospitalised patients. Other 
uses of the drugs, for example in treatment of patients in the community or for prevention, would have 
to be examined using different trials. For the journal pre-print please see here.  

Speech by World Bank Group President David Malpass at the 2020 Annual Meetings Plenary 
The World Bank  
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/speech/2020/10/15/world-bank-group-president-david-malpass-
speech-at-the-2020-annual-meetings-plenary  
In his speech at the 2020 annual meeting, World Bank president David Malpass provided his assessment 
of the global economy within the context of the COVID-19 pandemic. He outlined four aspects: 1) he 
explained that COVID-19 has dealt an unprecedented setback to the global effort to end extreme 
poverty, and that global activity is expected to remain well below its pre-pandemic trend for a prolonged 
period. Rescissions will be shallower in advanced economies while deeper in emerging and developing 
economies. He noted that by 2021 an additional 110 to 150 million people will have fallen into extreme 
poverty, living on less than $1.90 per day; 2) there will be a tremendous loss in human capital, and the 
impact on education has had a huge impact; 3) he notes the need to help poorest countries permanently 
reduce their debt burdens and attract effective investment - which will require much greater debt and 
investment transparency; and 4) the world needs to work together to build an inclusive and resilient 
recovery, he noted that countries will need to allow capital, labor, skills, and innovation to shift to a 
different, post-COVID business environment. He concluded his address by reflecting on the great 
financial challenges that lie ahead, noting that that the International Development Association (IDA) 
three-year envelope of US$82 billion will not be nearly enough to meet the needs of the world’s poorest 
countries at this desperate time. 

What reinfections mean for COVID-19 
The Lancet  
https://www.thelancet.com/action/showPdf?pii=S1473-3099%2820%2930783-0  
The article examines the question of reinfection. One of the key questions in predicting the course of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, is how well and how long the immune responses protect the host from 
reinfection. The article states that immunity does not necessarily protect an individual from reinfection 
given that cases from Nevada and Ecuador had worse disease outcomes at reinfection than at first 
infection. The article explains that it is important to keep in mind that reinfection cases in general are 
being picked up because of symptoms and are biased towards detection of symptomatic cases. There is 
also currently no evidence that a SARS-CoV-2 variant has emerged as a result of immune evasion. For 
now, one vaccine will be sufficient to confer protection against all circulating variants. Furthermore, 
reinfection by a distinct viral variant from the original virus does not imply immune escape. The article 
concludes by explaining that we cannot rely on immunity acquired by natural infection to confer herd 
immunity; not only is this strategy lethal for many but also it is not effective. Herd immunity requires 
safe and effective vaccines and robust vaccination implementation. As more cases of reinfection 
surface, the scientific community will have the opportunity to understand better the correlates of 
protection and how frequently natural infections with SARS-CoV-2 induce that level of immunity. 
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