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Overview of Testing for SARS-CoV-2 (COVID-19) 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/testing-overview.html  
In its August 24 testing update the CDC recommended COVID-19 diagnostic testing for those who: 1) 
have symptoms of COVID-19; 2) have been in close contact (within 6 feet) of a person with a COVID-
19 infection for at least 15 minutes but do not have symptoms; 3) work, live, or receive care in a nursing 
home or long-term care facility; and who 4) are a critical infrastructure worker, healthcare worker or 
first responder. Of special note was the CDC’s guidance that those in a high COVID-19 transmission 
area and have attended a public or private gathering of more than 10 people (without widespread mask 
wearing or physical distancing) “do not necessarily need a test unless you are a vulnerable individual 
or your health care provider or state or local public officials recommend you take one.” The update 
stands in contrast to the CDC’s previous guidance which suggests that “asymptomatic individuals with 
recent known or suspected exposure to SARS-CoV-2 to control transmission” should be tested. The 
Johns Hopkins Center for Health Security explains that “the recommendation that asymptomatic 
individuals with known exposure do not necessarily need to be tested has potentially serious 
implications for both COVID-19 control and surveillance... It is widely understood that individuals 
infected with SARS-CoV-2 can transmit the infection without exhibiting symptoms—either in the days 
prior to the onset of symptoms or without developing symptoms at all.”  

Policy Brief: COVID-19 and Transforming Tourism  
United Nations (UN)  
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/sg_policy_brief_covid-19_tourism_august_2020.pdf 
The brief outlines the economic, cultural, and environmental impacts of COVID-19 as it relates to the 
global tourism sector. Tourist numbers could decline by 58-78% in 2020 placing over 100 million direct 
tourism jobs at risk. The impact on the tourism sector also has consequences for livelihoods and the 
sustainable development goals (SDGs). A decline in tourism could stall efforts in achieving gender 
equality, and increase inequality and poverty. The impact on the environment and climate change is 
also nuanced and a decline in tourism could result in a loss of income for protected areas, which in turn 
would endanger biodiversity and increase the risk of exploitation of natural resources. Social and 
cultural implications include further pressure on heritage conservation. The loss of tourism could also 
threaten the cultural and social fabric of communities and remove tourism as a vehicle for cultural 
dialogue and intercultural understanding. The report suggests that any roadmap to transform tourism 
should address five key issues: 1) manage the crisis and mitigate the socio-economic impacts on 
livelihoods focusing on women’s employment and social security; 2) boost competitiveness and 
resilience; 3) advance innovation and digitisation of the tourism ecosystem; 4) foster sustainability and 
inclusive green growth; and 5) increase coordination and partnerships to transform tourism and achieve 
the SDGs.  

International Cooperation with Fragile MENA Countries in the COVID-19 Context  
German Development Institute (GDI) 
https://www.die-
gdi.de/uploads/media/German_Development_Institute_McCandless_Trautner_24.08.2020.pdf 
The brief describes the impact of COVID-19 on trust and social cohesion in Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA). The document explains that governments in MENA are tackling the pandemic in 
different ways. In countries like Lebanon, Egypt and Iraq those in power have used the pandemic as an 
excuse to suppress justified protests at their lack of accountability and failure to provide basic services, 
whereas in Yemen, Syria and Libya, cycles of conflict have resulted in fragile health and social 
protection systems that are threatened by ongoing instability. The authors argue that the COVID-19 
pandemic offers an opportunity to “build back better” and allows for a fundamental re-examination of 
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state and society relationships. The authors point to Tunisia as an example of a country that has 
successfully sought to maintain a degree of social cohesion and trust noting the establishment of a 
regular trilateral social dialogue between labour unions, employer associations, and government. In this 
case, earned public trust has now supported societal compliance with the government’s COVID-19 
response. The report highlights that social cohesion lies the building of trust and delivering on the 
material needs and political expectations of societies. 

SARS-CoV-2 Reinfection 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health Center for Health Security 
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/COVID-19-Updates---August-24--
2020.html?soid=1107826135286&aid=DZKh7yfkRJk  
Researchers from the Hong Kong University Li Ka Shing (LKS) Faculty of Medicine published the 
first information on a patient with confirmed SARS-CoV-2 reinfection. The case study, published in 
Clinical Infectious Diseases, indicates that genomic analysis of specimens collected from the patient 
confirms that he was infected twice. These results confirm that the patient was infected at two different 
points in time, several months apart. Research is ongoing to characterise the degree to which SARS-
CoV-2 infection confers lasting immunity, which has major implications for a variety of response 
measures, including vaccination. This case study illustrates that reinfection is possible, but the risk of 
reinfection still remains highly uncertain.  

Study finds very low numbers of COVID-19 outbreaks in schools 
Public Health England (PHE) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/study-finds-very-low-numbers-of-covid-19-outbreaks-
in-schools 
Public Health England (PHE) detected just 67 single cases and 30 outbreaks (defined as 2 or more 
linked cases) in schools across England in June. Only 0.01% of pre-schools and primary schools had 
an outbreak, all of which were successfully contained and 70 children and 128 staff were affected. Over 
the same period, there were 25,470 cases recorded in England as a whole. PHE found that there were 
more likely to be outbreaks in those areas that also had a high COVID-19 incidence, suggesting 
transmission in the community was driving the spread in schools. PHE also explained that staff 
members were more likely to be affected by the virus than students, though not more likely than the 
general population as a whole. Where children did contract the infection, they were most likely to catch 
COVID-19 at home, usually from a parent. For a fully copy of the study entitled “SARS-CoV-2 
infection and transmission in educational settings: cross-sectional analysis of clusters and outbreaks in 
England” please see here.  

The World Is Becoming More Equal 
Foreign Affairs  
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/world/2020-08-28/world-economic-inequality  
The author challenges opponents of globalisation who say it has widened inequality, arguing instead 
that globalisation has in-fact reduced overall global economic inequality. A study of global income 
distribution revealed two primary tensions: 1) the widening gap between the Asian and Western middle 
class; and 2) between the Western middle class and their richer compatriots. In both cases the Western 
middle class suffered. Middle-class Westerners saw less income growth than (comparatively poorer) 
Asians, as jobs were outsourced and/or eliminated. The wealthiest people in rich countries and almost 
everybody in Asia benefited from globalisation, while only the middle class of the rich world suffered. 
These facts help explain the role of middle-class disenchantment in the rise of Western populist parties. 
The article also examines the impact of COVID-19 on global inequality explaining that deceleration of 
economic growth will not be uniform. China’s economic growth will likely still outpace growth 
elsewhere resulting in an acceleration of the closing income gap between Asia and the West. This would 
see the decline of the Western middle class as part of the global elite. An ongoing trade and technology 
war between the USA and China will likely hamper the spread of technology, and limit the spread of 
improved living standards. Slowing growth will also make it harder to eradicate poverty and likely 
preserve current levels of global inequality. 


