
 

 

SCHOLAR
QUARTERLY

But pluralist societies are not accidents of history. They are a
product of enlightened education and continuous investment
by governments and all of civil society in recognising and
celebrating the diversity of the world’s peoples. 

- His Highness the Aga Khan
Oslo, Norway, 7th April 2005

Finishing Strong!
You're almost done! With AP, IB, and final

exams coming up,  it's important to
continue working hard and managing your

time effectively. If you start to feel burnt out,
take a break to recharge and reset - talk to a
friend, take a walk, or take a reading break! 

 You got this!
 

Have any school-related questions or need
guidance? Reach out to your local AKEB team!

ScholarshipsScholarshipsScholarships

AKEB's Tips to Having a
Productive Summer

As the summer is quickly approaching, it is a great time to reconnect, rest, and
prioritize your mental health. During the school season, you may have felt

overwhelmed with school tasks and extracurricular activities that consume
your schedule. These next few months are a great time to practice activities
and rituals that bring you peace and comfort so that you are in the strongest
space as you begin the next part of your educational journey. Some activities
that are grounding include spending time with friends and family, enjoying 

 nature, exploring new hobbies, and overall resting. 

Wellness HacksWellness HacksWellness Hacks
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Summer is a great time to give back to the community! Finding a
cause you care about is a good place to start. Volunteering at a
food bank, nursing home, library, or hospital can give you plenty
of opportunities to build social skills, explore your interests, and
stay active during the summer!

Volunteer

Think about your goals, both long-term and short-term! Do you
have career goals you want to achieve? Do you have any goals that
you want to aim to complete by the end of summer? Working
toward a goal can help you stay motivated and on track!

Goal Setting

HelpTeaching.com Scholarship
Deadline: 06.01.2022

National Potato Council Scholarship
Deadline: 06.15.2022

With the return to in-person camps this year, it's a great time to
be both a participant and a guide or counselor! You can build
leadership skills as a guide or counselor for Camp Mosaic or
Camp Middle School. This is a great opportunity to become a
mentor! You can also be a participant at Al-Ummah and find
mentors for yourself and make friends across the nation. 

Participate In A Camp

Rita's First-Gen Scholarship
Deadline: 07.01.2022



You're almost at the end of your first year of
high school! It's time to finish strong and ace

your finals. Hone your studying skills, create a
study calendar, and seek any help you need

from your teachers. Don't be afraid to ask for
extra help from tutoring services through your

school like peer tutors. If you're struggling
with a concept or don't know how to structure
your study plans, use those resources to help
you. Getting through finals means you're one

step closer to summer!

Summer is a great time to cultivate your
hobbies and interests! Do you have any

activities you've wanted to try out but haven't
had the time during the school year? Learning a
new skill or hobby can take some time but will
be worth it in the end. This will also help you

become more of a well-rounded individual. You
may find something you like to do as stress
relief or a new talent that you can focus on

throughout your time in high school. Having
something outside of academics is important for

your wellness!

Alyaan Damani
10th Grader - Birmingham, AL

Student Spotlight As a rising 11th grader, my biggest goal over the summer is prepping for the ACT and SAT. My plan is to set a target
score for each test and begin work on achieving this during the break. I started off by watching YouTube videos on
tips and trick and walkthroughs of the test. While both tests are beneficial, the walkthroughs give the real time
thought process of what the test taker is thinking. 5 Academy is my go-to-site for tips and tricks and Star Tutors is
my go-to-site for the walkthroughs. After practicing all 4 subjects, my advice is to pick the ones that you are
struggling on and focus your practices on those subjects. You can take your tests early and once you reach your
target score that stress disappears and you can focus on other things. 

Another thing I am working on is robotics. My team fell one spot short of qualifying for nationals and these three
months will help me improve my robots. While I don’t plan on starting something new this summer, I have recently
started something, customizing shoes. I enjoy it and have already sold 3 pairs. My advice to rising 10th graders is
that you should find something that you are passionate about and try to excel at it. Even though summer is a time
for relaxing, it is also a time for growing, developing, and training yourself so you can be the best at what you do!
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9TH GRADE

As you finish out your school year and head
into summer, take some time to think about

how you felt your first year of high school
went. Did you get everything accomplished or

do you feel you could handle more?
 Try to think of some things you want to do
this upcoming year and start brainstorming

how you plan to get them done! Do you want
to be elected for a leadership position in an

organization? Do you want to challenge
yourself with some harder classes? These are
all good examples of goals to work towards

as you move further through high school!

Close to the 
Finish Line

Time To
Reflect

Discover New
Interests



You're probably a pro at finals now but it's
never too late to revisit your studying style!
Are you studying effectively or do you think

you need some help? Your guidance
counselors and teachers are available to help

you understand the material and figure out
the best studying strategies for you! Studying

in groups can be effective to test your grasp of
the material and can help you identify any
topics you may need to review again. The

VARK questionnaire can help you figure out
what learning style works best for you and

could help you ace your finals!

Aleem Patni
 11th Grader - Atlanta, GA

Student Spotlight

You've probably heard enough about standardized
tests by now! The PSAT, SAT, and ACT are just

around the corner in the fall. The score you receive
on your PSAT can also qualify you for the National

Merit Scholarship Program and associated
scholarships.  The SAT and ACT will be a large part

of your college applications. You can start
preparing for these tests in the summer in your
free time! Start small by reviewing one practice
question per day to familiarize yourself with the

material. There are many apps you can download
that will keep you accountable and remind you to

do your one question for the day!
 

2022 Guidance on Standardized Testing
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10TH GRADE

Summer can be a great time to think about
where you'd like to be for college in a couple

of years! If you're able, try to plan visits to
some of the schools you're interested in!

Touring a campus will allow you to see
yourself fitting in at that school and also give

you the opportunity to talk to current
students to learn about their experiences! If

you have some colleges in mind, you can also
reach out to current Ismaili students via the
Ismaili Student Network and get tips on how

to strengthen your application in the next
year before you apply!

Studying
Strategies

Getting
Ahead

Future
Planning

Going into my senior year, this summer I have enrolled in a couple of summer classes and one Dual
Enrollment course at a local college near me. I opted for summer classes so that my schedule clears up a bit
for other classes that I am interested in taking during my Senior year. In addition, I am also planning on
working on my college application; specifically working on the Common App Essay. This summer, I also
plan on working as a MA (Medical Assistant) at a local cardiology office.

Regarding goals, I have been volunteering since 9th grade tutoring middle school students. I am currently
trying to expand the radius and am in talks with the local schools, especially in the underserved
communities, where I am hoping to make a difference. I also stay connected to the Ismaili community by
volunteering, at least every Saturday. This gives me a chance to see my friends and at the same time do
Seva. To maintain balance, I also regularly meet up with my school friends; we either play soccer or video
games, and I intend to continue that. Also, since the pandemic, Zoom has become a norm, we usually chat
with family members in a large virtual gathering, so I envision this to continue as well!

https://vark-learn.com/the-vark-questionnaire/
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/practice/daily-practice-app
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/practice/daily-practice-app
http://tinyurl.com/SecondaryTestTips2022


Summer can offer you the time to prepare for
your last year of high school. During the

school year, it can be hard to fit in college
tours, so use this time to visit any campuses

that you may be interested in. Start off by
making a list of colleges and universities that
interest you. Then reach out to the university
to set up a time to tour the campus. Typically,

the admissions department for each school
should be able to help organize the next steps

for you during this process! Use this time to
gain exposure to schools that you feel like you

can connect with. 

The summer is a great time to build up
your resume with service projects,
extracurriculars, and community

engagement initiatives. Take this time to
find ways to connect within your

community and offer back. Look out for
Ismaili Civic events or visit your city hall to

learn about more community events in
your neighborhood. Service projects are a
great way to stay engaged as well as stand

out during the college application process! 

Arish Lalani
  Incoming Freshman at Yale

Student Spotlight During the summer, I plan to soak in as much of Atlanta as possible. I hope to use my summer to spend time
with friends & family in Atlanta, before opening a new door in my educational career. Next year, I would like
to connect with and indulge in the variety of cultures I’ll have access to. Going to an institution (Yale
University) with such diversity, provides me the opportunity to learn about others from across the world. 

Regarding staying connected during the Summer, the best way to stay connected to those both close and far
away is through technology. Whether I am at home or at school, I will still be able to stay in touch with my
friends and family. Thanks to technology, I can remain updated when it comes to events and the Atlanta
Jamat. During this summer, I also hope to try as many new foods as possible. Although it seems slightly
unorthodox, I think that food is the best way to understand others. Whether it be over lunch or a cup of chai, I
find that with food comes meaningful conversation. Over the course of the summer, I would like to engage in
dialogues and learn from others (while also eating good food). 

S U M M E R  E D I T I O N  |  M A Y  2 0 2 2

11TH GRADE

Think
Ahead

With the school year ending soon, consider
proactively organizing your final exam study
schedule so that you are prepared closer to

time. As the year ends, it can be harder to stay
motivated and focused. While you are in the
"zone", use this time to start reviewing any

material that may be necessary to successfully
complete all courses. AP or IB exams qualify
for college credit with high enough scores.
Having college credits in the bank before

starting can allow you to explore more
courses or save money while getting ahead.

Summer
Tours

Prepare
Now



While Senioritis is in full swing, it is critical to
prioritize concluding your high school career

strongly. You still have finals to finish, and
colleges will be asking for your end-of-year

transcripts. Graduation is so close. Be sure to
prioritize your finals so that you can walk
across that stage proudly in the upcoming

weeks. To double-check that all proper
documents have been sent to your college of

choice, reach out to the admissions
department.

Ridha Sohani
Freshman at Georgia Tech

Student Spotlight

S U M M E R  E D I T I O N  |  M A Y  2 0 2 2

12TH GRADE

Final
 Stretch

College 
Preparation

You are now ready to organize your plans for your
college move. Summer is a great time to organize

your courses for the upcoming year, figure out
housing plans, and also start shopping for all of

your college essentials. Take some time to create
lists of all of the items you think you may need.

This will be helpful when you are trying to
purchase items to make your dorm your new

home.  Your admissions department will have
plenty of resources to share to support you

during this transition. 

Going off to college is a major transition.
This transition is not only for you, but it also
includes your friends and family. Whether or
not you are commuting, staying in-state, or
moving across the country, your schedule
will require you to reallocate the time that
you may have spent with your friends and
family at home. Use the summer to have

quality interactions with your family, friends,
and community to fill up your cup before

moving. To live within your community and
network is a privilege! 

Stay
Connected 

This summer I will be studying abroad in France! I’m super excited to be continuing my
education while traveling. I will be taking some computer science and engineering
classes, allowing me to dig deeper into my major specific classes. I hope this experience
sets me up for fall semester and makes me a stronger candidate when I apply to
internships. Since I’ll be away from most family and friends, I’m excited to meet new
people in another country! I hear the Ismaili Center in Paris is beautiful! 

Overall, this summer will be filled with opportunities to try new things! I’m thrilled to try
new foods, make new friends, and have new experiences! I’m hoping to pick up a little
bit of French too! I look forward to making some exciting memories that’ll last a lifetime
and emerging myself in a new culture that will expand my worldview. 


