
 

 

Welcome back to AKEB's Scholar Quarterly
newsletter! We hope you are feeling

refreshed and energized after the holidays!
You have made it halfway through the

school year at this point. A new semester
serves as a great time to hit the reset

button by reflecting on your personal and
academic goals and re-evaluating how to
make the most of the second half of this
academic year. Have any school-related

questions or need any guidance? 
Reach out to your local AKEB team!

SCHOLAR
QUARTERLY

In such a world, the most important thing a
student can learn is the ability to keep on
learning.

Whether you are attending school in-person or participating
in digital learning this semester, it is clear that getting extra
academic help isn't as simple as it used to be. We've
outlined some tips on how you can easily brush up on any
subject areas or get help when you need it. 

ScholarshipsScholarshipsScholarships

How can I get some extra help in a
virtual environment?

Exercising on a regular basis is important for a healthy lifestyle and is an
escape from the academic and social pressures of your daily life. This
can be a quick stroll in your neighborhood, a bike ride in the park, or a
game of frisbee with your family. When we engage in physical activity,

we are committing to prioritizing our health and ensuring balance in our
lives. Take a break from your phone or TV and make a plan to

incorporate physical activity into your daily routine! 
Think For Yourself Scholarship

Application due 3/31/21

Education Financial Assistance and
Scholarship Program (EFAS

Application due 3/21/21

Amazon Future Engineer Scholarship
Application due 2/18/21

Wellness HacksWellness HacksWellness Hacks
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- His Highness the Aga Khan
Foundation stone-laying ceremony of the
Aga Khan Academy in Hyderabad, 2006

AKEB holds Virtual Office Hours every Tuesday, Thursday, and
Sunday in Math and English Language Arts from 6-10pm ET on
Zoom http://bit.ly/OfficeHoursAKEB. Come meet our scholars
that are available to help you with homework or general
questions!

Attend AKEB Office Hours

E-mail your teachers and ask if they are willing to offer one-on-
one help outside of designated class hours. Teachers are
understanding that it can be hard to grasp some concepts
virtually and can offer additional support. Some school districts
may also be offering free tutoring for students. 

Ask your teacher for extra help

Virtual College Expedition is a great way to meet mentors that
can help you learn more about college applications and guide
you to resources that can help you if you're looking for extra
help! Applications are open now on collegeexpeditionusa.org!

Take Advantage of Mentoring Opportunities

https://letgrow.org/program/think-for-yourself-scholarship/
https://letgrow.org/program/think-for-yourself-scholarship/
https://the.ismaili/usa/events/efas-application-january-23-2020-300-pm-et-200-pm-ct-1200-pm-pt
https://the.ismaili/usa/events/efas-application-january-23-2020-300-pm-et-200-pm-ct-1200-pm-pt
https://learnmore.scholarsapply.org/amazonfutureengineer/
https://learnmore.scholarsapply.org/amazonfutureengineer/
https://www.collegeexpeditionusa.org/


As you're progressing through your second
semester of freshman year, start thinking
about what classes you want to take next
year! It's never a bad idea to think about
potential AP or IB classes you can take.

These classes will allow you to take more
challenging courses that may even lead to

college credits. Talk to your current teachers
and see if they can advise you on whether

you are ready for an AP or IB class next year.
These courses indicate to colleges that you
are able to challenge yourself and explore

more advanced subjects. 

This is a good time to make sure your grades are
on track and seek any help from tutors or teachers
if you're having any trouble with the material. It is
completely acceptable to seek additional help at
school, especially if doing so will help you raise

your grades and solidify your learning.
Studying with a friend can hold you accountable
and make studying more fun. Find someone who
has a similar learning style as you and work with

them to build a study schedule. Quizzing each
other on the material can be a great way to figure

out what you know and what you don't!

My advice to current ninth graders as they head into their second semester is to make
new friends. Surround yourself with people who make you feel happy. Your mental
health is just as important as your schoolwork.

In order to make the most out of this upcoming summer, students should make a plan
for themselves and their future. Find out what it is you want to do and create a plan and
a schedule. Learn how to manage your time this summer!

One way I prepared for finals was by saving all my previous tests and quizzes and
reviewing them all. Make sure you are preparing everyday. Ahil Rajwani

10th grader - Phoenix, AZ

Student Spotlight

Study Check

Summer
Planning
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9TH GRADE

Spring Break will be a time to relax and de-
stress, but it is also the perfect time to plan

how you will spend your summer. You can
spend your three months off by engaging in

community service or exploring potential
career fields through internship

opportunities. Some great ways to spend
your summer include volunteering at the

library, applying to be a counselor or guide
for Camp Mosaic, or even organizing a book

donation drive. Many applications for
summer opportunities have deadlines in
March so be sure to get an early start on

your search!

Challenge
Yourself



It is always helpful when you have someone
in the grade above you who can help steer
you in the right direction or provide advice
on classes to take. If there are any students

in the grade below you or even in middle
school that you know through Jamatkhana

or extra-curricular activities, take some time
to check in with them and share any tips you

have based on your own high school
experience so far. Being a mentor to others

will be a great way to give back to the
community and help others navigate school

to succeed just like you! 

You are almost halfway through high school! In
addition to studying for final exams, start working

with your guidance counselor to plan out junior
year! Try to come up with tentative dates and

times that you plan on taking the SAT and ACT next
year so you can register early and give yourself
enough time to study. To start figuring out your

strengths and weaknesses, do one practice
question a day! Kaplan offers a free SAT Question

of the Day and that practice will add up before you
know it! You can also check out the Guidance on

Standardized Testing document that AKEB made!

The work that you put in is what you’ll get out of your high school experience— so keep putting in the
most effort that you can. It’s easy to give up halfway through the year so try setting realistic goals for
yourself. 

Keep up with schoolwork and don’t cram at the last minute. Attend all class sessions, pay close
attention to the lectures, and take notes in a way that makes sense for you. The goal is to be able to
understand your notes when you review them later which can be extremely helpful. 

Consider applying for a summer job or internship. Even though it might not seem like it now, any
employment opportunity is a valuable experience for your future. Not only are you honing your work
ethic, but you’re learning extremely useful skills. Don’t forget to enjoy your summer and take the break
that you deserve!

Ruhee Haiderali
11th grader - Philadelphia, PA

Student Spotlight

Spring Break will be a time to relax and de-
stress, but it is also the perfect time to plan

how you will spend your summer, either
through volunteering or an internship. For
example, if you're interested in medicine,

many hospitals have summer teen volunteer
programs that enable students to learn more

about different fields of medicine and
network with healthcare professionals. If

you're interested in law, reach out to lawyers
in your area and ask for summer internship
opportunities. You can also explore unpaid
internships to gain experience in a field you

might want to learn more about. 

Plan Ahead

Plan Out Your
Summer

S P R I N G  E D I T I O N  |  F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 1

10TH GRADE

Mentor 
Others

https://the.ismaili/sites/default/files/media/standardized_test_guidance_0.pdf


Tracking your high school accomplishments
and experiences is a great way to ensure you
are assessing how you have progressed over

the last few years and are tracking these items
in one central location! This is also a great

way to identify any gaps in your experience.
Have you had the chance to engage in

community service opportunities or explore
leadership positions in any clubs that interest

you? Take a look at your experiences and
figure out where you may consider focusing
your efforts. When it comes time to apply to

college, you will be thankful that you tracked
this information all along! 

Want to make the most of Spring Break? You can
tour colleges virtually! Look for a Virtual College

Expedition to the colleges you are interested in. You
can also connect with current students or alumni
from those colleges to learn more and network!

Resources like the Ismaili Student Network can help
you connect with students and alumni. Your school

guidance counselors and programs like Apollo 12
Advising through AKEB can be great resources to

use! Make sure you select classes for next year
based off of any requirements from the colleges you

are looking into.  

4

Being on the brink of starting college applications is overwhelming and certainly a huge step in an
individual’s life. My best advice to effectively navigate through this difficult yet important time
would be to indulge in deep introspection in regards to your future pursuits and how you can
work towards a life filled with happiness and intellectual growth through a specific passion or field
you’d like to enter. Being able to establish a foundation for your identity makes the college
application process a whole lot easier as it becomes easier to articulate this in college essays. 

The best way to spend the summer going into your senior year would be to identify a passion and
start a self-directed project which is reflective of your passions. Being able to explore a field of
interest will not only bolster your college applications, but also give you a chance to definitively
know whether you’d like to embrace a certain field in college.Khidhr Kotaria

12th grader - Atlanta, GA

Student Spotlight

11TH GRADE

You're almost done with Junior year! This is
the perfect time to start planning out your

summer. Take advantage of this time to
explore activities and opportunities that
interest you. Some great extra-curricular

summer activities include local volunteering,
internships, Camp Mosaic, Al-Ummah, ECDC,

i-CERV, and many more! Guidance Counselors
along with your local AKYSB and AKEB teams
are the perfect resources to learn more. You

can also do a Google search to see what
opportunities are available in your

geographic area!

Track Your
Progress

Explore
Colleges

Plan Out Your
Summer
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http://tinyurl.com/apolloadvising2021


You are finally close to the finish line!
Although you may be done with submitting
your college applications, stay vigilant with
your academics! Some colleges will request
final transcripts so be sure to maintain your
GPA during this last semester. Some of your
scholarships and financial aid may depend

on your final overall GPA as well. This is also
your last chance to submit your financial aid

information to the school of your choice
(watch those FAFSA and/or CSS Profile

deadlines closely!). You should also use this
time to explore scholarships that are

available.

You will start receiving admission decisions from most
schools in the Spring and it's important that you
decide  which factors are important to you when

thinking about where you would like to attend college.
Consider factors such as ranking, class size, faculty,

location, cost, proximity to Jamatkhana, and research
or internship opportunities. Make a pro/con list for

each school you are considering so you can look at all
the factors and make the best decision for you! Once

you make your decision, reach out to  current students
through the Ismaili Student Network and introduce

yourself as an incoming freshman for next Fall!

It's important to remember that even though it seems like high school is over, the end of your senior year can
definitely have an impact on your college experience. Specifically, doing well on your AP exams can give you college
credit which makes your experience at college all the easier. AP classes allow you to get ahead at college before you
even step foot on campus. It’s important to stay on top of deadlines, make sure you don’t lose focus, and finish your
senior year strong. 
A few things I focused on doing before college was befriending my roommate and learning more about my college.
Your college roommate will be your new best friend and the person you almost certainly spend the most time with.
Before going to college do your best to get to know your roommate for a much easier time. It’s also important to
know what courses you plan to take and have at least some sort of idea of what you want to do when you get to
college so that you are not unprepared.
Lastly, the most important advice I was ever given as I finished my high school journey was to find what I love - find
my passion. Your college experience and the career you make out of it is going to be a large part of your life, and the
only way to be truly happy is to do what you are passionate about. Keep looking until you find it - don’t ever settle.

Graduation is right around the corner! This
is a great time to reflect on your high

school experience as a whole. Do you wish
you did anything differently? Take time to

share those reflections with students in the
grades below you and give them advice

based on your experiences! This can help
many students learn how to navigate their
high school careers and help them succeed

just like you! Mentoring is a great way to
give back to the community and can change

someone's entire experience in high
school! 

College
Decisions

12TH GRADE

Reflect on Your
Experience

Tanviz Devani
Freshman at 

Duke University

Student Spotlight
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Finish Strong


