
YOU’RE 
ALMOST
THERE!
12th GRADERS: LAST-MINUTE 
GUIDANCE ON COLLEGE APPLICATIONS



Thumbs up 
if you already 
submitted a

college application



What | Why 

What additional colleges 
can you consider?

Review your current list to ensure you have 
an optimal mix of reach, match and safety 
schools; what additional reach and match 

schools could you add?

Why do you need to apply to 
more colleges now?

Last year saw the most competitive round 
of college admissions; adding even a couple 

more schools to your list now will allow 
you to cast a wider net of possible 

outcomes later



Aim to promptly complete your 
current set of applications so that 
you can initiate a few more during 
the month of December

As long as you have 2-3 safety 
schools, you can focus on adding 
more match and reach options

How many more schools could you add?

By this point, you have familiarity 
on how to efficiently research 
schools, and outline and draft 
essays

The lift of adding new colleges to 
your list is lighter than it appears

Maximizing the time that 
remains You’re not starting from 

scratch



Use college rankings to inspire your 
interest in more selective options

Where do you find more choices?

This report brings several different 
ranking systems into a single view to 
identify the leading 300 institutions of 
higher learning:

tinyurl.com/2021CollegeRankingReport

How should rankings be used? 2021 College Composite 
Ranking Report

http://tinyurl.com/2021CollegeRankingReport


What additional schools might 
you consider?

How do these schools fit into 
your overall list?

Are there more selective options 
worth exploring?

(15 minutes)

Your Turn



Sources of 
Funding



01. Scholarships
Thousands of (private) scholarships are out 

there from companies, nonprofits and 
community groups.

02. Grants
Colleges and state/federal governments 
give out grants, which don't need to be 
repaid. Most are awarded based on 
financial need.

03. Savings
Personal or designated college savings 

plans can help as a supplemental source 
of funding.

04. Work Study
Part-time jobs on or nearby campus for 
eligible students can be valuable, 
depending on their finances and the 
funding available at the school.05. Loans

Loans should be your last resort, but often 
inevitable if scholarships, grants and 

savings don't cover the entire bill.
06. Negotiate for More
You can haggle over financial aid with the 
college once accepted. Write a formal appeal 
letter and then follow up with a phone call.



Many schools will aim to support you; here are a 
few examples:

“If you get into Yale, we feel sure that cost will 
not be a barrier in your decision to attend”

- Jeremiah Quinlan, Dean of Undergraduate Admissions 

https://admissions.yale.edu/affordability-details

“For more than ninety percent of American 
families, Harvard costs less than a public 
university”

https://college.harvard.edu/admissions/why-harvard/affordability

Cost Of College Can Be Intimidating

View your education as an investment of 
your time and resources that will benefit 
you, your family and the Jamat

Don’t Let Cost Deter You From 
Applying To Great Schools

Consider College As An 
Investment

https://admissions.yale.edu/affordability-details
https://college.harvard.edu/admissions/why-harvard/affordability


Explore scholarship options that 
fit your needs and profile

tinyurl.com/A12scholarships

(20 minutes)

Your Turn

http://tinyurl.com/A12scholarships


What to know
How to plan

Where to go next

Community 
College
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Why Are You Opting For Community College?

● Is it due to cost?
○ Inability to cover costs?
○ What if you think of your education as an investment?

● Is it because you didn’t get accepted to the “right” school?

● Is it to “get core classes out of the way”?

● Is it to rebuild your academic strength/profile?

● Is it something else?

Whatever the reason, know what’s driving your decision
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Develop Your Transition Plan

● Give yourself a timeline (1 or 2 years)

● Identify 3-5 colleges or universities today where you plan to land 
after completing community college coursework

● Understand what classes and GPA you need to transfer

● Meet with your community college academic advisor to understand
○ Where students have typically gone
○ What your course roadmap looks like for your expected timeline
○ What classes might be accepted



“…over 80% of students who enroll in 
associate programs at community college 
intend to transfer to four-year institutions. 
Of course, only 32% actually transfer 
within six years, and fewer than 15% earn 
a bachelor’s degree in that time frame.”

“The trouble is transfer... students who 
transfer lose 43% of credits they’ve 
earned”

Inside Higher Ed
“A Road to Nowhere”
October 2018

Keep In Mind



Admissions 
Interviews



While the conversation may feel 
more relaxed, the interviewer is 

tasked with assessing your 
character, passions and interests; 

maintain a high degree of 
professionalism

Most Typical Interviews Follow A Similar Format

Interviewer has not reviewed 
your application in advance; 
this means that it is okay to 
repeat some of the content in 
your essays for that college

Former students of the 
college local to your area 

are conducting the interview

BlindAlumni Led Formal

There is always a chance that the interviewer is a member of the admissions committee and has 
reviewed your application beforehand; knowing the school’s approach will guide your preparations

Highly selective schools will aim to meet with applicants before arriving at an 
admissions decision; if this applies to you, here’s what you want to know



Key Questions
Prepare to answer at least some of these 
typical admissions interview questions:

● What are you most passionate about?
● What has been your greatest 

accomplishment?
● Talk about a challenge or setback and 

what you learned from the experience.
● Why are you interested in attending 

_____? 
● What will you bring to the school and 

student body?



Pair up and give each other a 
mock interview

Example questions: 
tinyurl.com/admissionsquestions 

(20 minutes)

Your Turn

https://tinyurl.com/admissionsquestions


1. Aim to add a few additional match and reach schools to your college list; follow 
the similar sequence of identifying, researching and prioritizing these colleges

2. Apply to a variety of financial aid options, including scholarship opportunities

3. For those considering community college, ensure you develop a plan to 
maximize that experience and transition to the next chapter (i.e., class credits)

4. For those applying to more selective schools, understand the school’s interview 
process and prepare for the interaction

Action Items



Questions



Fewer than 2 minutes to provide your feedback:

Take The Survey


